United States Patent and Trademark Office 


L'MTKIJ STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United State* Patent and Trademark Office 

Ailr**« ■ •; -MMb'Sh NhK Y FATE ANL3 I RAKKMARK > 

hi u<: 


AITI.K AT ION NO 

fifino da i f 

FIRM NAMLDINYFN'IOR 

ATTORNEY DOt KLI NO. 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

If) irM)56 




Ruhen Sicilhi 



2M 1 ! 


'JO 

06 IC 2(H)3 





STERNE, KESSLER. GOLDSTEIN & FOX PLLC 
1 100 NEW YORK AVENUE, NAY. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 


I. X AM INF R 

HKITBRINK, 

TIMOTHY W 

ART FN! I 

PAPER NFMHFR 


DATF: MAILED: OA 1)2 2003 


Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 


PTO-WC (Rev. cr-on 


- . \ United States Fatent and Trademark Office 


UNITED ST ATES DEPARTMENT OK C OMMERCE 
United Su*te» Patent and Trademark Offioe 

Addit*** COMMISSI-. -NiiK ■ >K PATENTS AN L TkADEMAlvKS 
Washington D <7 
www uspUi tfUV 


APPLICATION NO. 

FILING DATE 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

CONFIRMATION NO 

10 076.656 

02 19 2002 

Robert Sieilia 


2577 

7590 04 08 2003 




Mold Masters Limited 


EXAMINER 

233 Armstrong 

Ontario, 

CANADA 

Ave. 


HEITBRINK. TIMOTHY W 



ART UNIT 

PAPER NUMBER 


17:: 

DATE MAILED: 04 08 2003 


4 


Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 


Application No. 

| 10/076,656 


kplicant(s) 

SICILIA, ROBERT 


Office Action Summary 


Examiner 

Tim Heitbnnk 


Art Unit 

1722 


-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
; Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 136(a) In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 (J S C. § 133) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b) 

Status 

1)H Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) H Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) H Claim(s) U12 and 14-16 is/are allowed. 
B)H Claim(s) 13 and 17-20 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) H The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a). 
11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 


3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 4) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment! s) 

1) H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Q Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). ____ . 

2) H Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) [J Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) O Other: 
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The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: apparatus 100 (page 8, lines 1 and 2). A proposed drawing correction or 
corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: "186" 
(paragraph 31, line 5) should be --286-- and "184" (paragraph 31, line 6) should be -- 
284-. Appropriate correction is required. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 13, 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Bertschi. 

Bertschi discloses a first gate assembly 53 coupled to an outlet of a first sprue 
bar eiement 42, a second gate assembly 52 coupled to an inlet of a second sprue 
element 43, wherein the inlet of said second sprue bar element 43 receives a melt 
stream of moldable material from the outlet of said first sprue bar element when said 
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gate assemblies are moved from a first position shown in Fig. 2 to a second position 
when the inlet and outlet are aligned as shown in Fig. 1 

Claims 1-12, 14-16 are allowable since the prior art fails to disclose or suggest a 
first and/or second gate assembly movable to restrict the flow of melt from a first and 
second sprue channel when the flow of melt stream between a first sprue channel and 
asecond sprue channel is interrupted as set forth in claims 1, 14 and 15. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tim Heitbrink whose telephone number is 703-308- 
3789. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday 5:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda Walker can be reached on 703-308-0457. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 
for regular communications and 703-872-9311 for After Finai communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 
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Tim Heitbrink 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1722 
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